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Session outline 
 
Throughout the world, vulnerable and socially disadvantaged people have less access to 
health resources, get sicker and die earlier than people in more privileged social positions. 
These unfair gaps are growing in spite of an era of unprecedented global wealth, knowledge 
and health awareness. By far the greatest share of health problems is attributable to broad 
social conditions. In 2005, WHO Director-General Dr LEE Jong-wook called for the formation 
of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health (CSDH), the Commission was charged 
with recommending interventions and policies to improve health and narrow health 
inequalities through action on social determinants. Over the past three years, the CSDH has 
brought together leading scientists and practitioners that have provided evidence on policies 
that improve health equity outcomes by addressing the social conditions which people live 
and work.  

The work of the CSDH is now coming to a close. Chaired by Sir Michael Marmot of 
University College London, the Commission will present its final report to the WHO Director-
General in the coming weeks and a final report will be released later this year.   

The conclusions of the final report have not been yet released but as recently indicated by 
Professor Marmot during a technical briefing on the report at the World Health Assembly 
(May 21th), three linked areas for action will be highlighted in order to formulate sound 
recommendations: 

1. The conditions in which people grow, live, work and age have a powerful influence on 
health. Inequalities in these conditions lead to inequalities in health. 

 
2. Health inequities are the result of a complex system operating at global, national, and 

local levels. The Commission has tried to understand and articulate the causes of 
these inequities. These structural drivers would be subject to specific actions. 

 
3. The Commission has developed an evidence base for political action. Its work 

highlighted the need of monitoring inequities in health and building capacities in this 
field of research. Research on social determinants and health equity should be 
mainstreamed as it constitutes a prerequisite to identify points of entries to concrete 
actions. 

 
Professor Ndioro Ndiaye, Deputy Director-General of the International Organization for 
Migration and member of The Commission on the Social Determinants of Health will present 
some of the preliminary findings and key recommendations of the CSDH report.  The 
discussion will then allow the members of the panel and the audience to discuss how these 
findings relate to their respective areas of work and how all actors intend to incorporate these 
recommendations and take concrete action to implement them. 
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Questions 
 
What are concrete examples of social determinants of health interventions?  
 
How at a country level incorporate the recommendations of the CSDH? 
 
What can we learn from countries that have already started to take action? How these local 
experiences could benefit other countries? 
 
How will the report’s recommendations be diffused and discussed at a local, regional and 
global level? How will it be diffused outside the health sector? 
 
The social determinants calling for an intersectorial approach which type of coordination, 
governance should be put in place at a national/global level to leverage action outside the 
health sector? 
 
How will we track improvements? 
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