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The famous physicist, Nils Bohr, often employeduasm when he tried to take the students
with him behind the scientific curtain of the quamttheory. This truism went something like
this : "The universe is only complete for those vde® it in a complete light. It remains
fragmented for those who see it in a fragmentel'ligrhe parallel between this truism and
my mini-comments on today's theme is that health tbabe seen not only internally as an
integrated whole, but also externally as an integgenponent of overall social and economic
development. If this holistic attitude does notvaig then both the deciding politician as well
as the consuming citizen will regard the healthecsystem kaleidoscopically with all its
consequences as regards lack of social relevarctes@rial productivity. It is actually this
lack of holism in the planning, structuring, orgaation and evaluation of the health care
system which is at the root of today's confidentgisurrounding the health care system in
SO0 many countries, developing as well as developéds confidence crisis has in such
countries resulted in a rapidly increasing critici®f the paradox of increasing costs and
decreasing satisfaction. It is most regrettab# this confidence crisis has been nourished
through a considerable social defeatism on thegfdhte medical profession when it comes to
giving promotive health care that primordial rokeshould play in tomorrow's socially

integrated welfare system.

When looking ahead, one might either attempt todiptewhat probably will happen
tomorrow, or one might focus on what ought to happéedelieve that the latter approach is
the more challenging, that is, to attempt to preedie control future events on the bases of a
continuous analysis of today's positive and negatésults. And for that analysis | warmly
recommend you to read and re-read the WHO / UNIBE#fa-Ata Report on Primary Health
Care from 1978.



