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Discussion topics

What is EVIPNet 
How it works?
How we learn?



“There is nothing a politician 
likes so little as to be well 
informed, it makes decision 
making so complex and 
difficult.”

John Maynard Keynes



"All countries need to step up 
efforts to increase investment 
in health research(...). 
At the same time, full use 
should be made of 
scientific evidence, and 
we should also work to 
bridge gaps between 
decision-making and 
scientific research."
Chen Zhu, Minister of Health, 
People's Republic of China



“If you are poor, actually you need more 
evidence before you invest, rather than if 
you are rich.”



EVIDENCE-INFORMED POLICY NETWORK

What is

Promote systematic use of evidence in policy-making 
in  low and middle-income countries.
Promotes partnerships at country level between 
policy-makers, researchers and civil society to 
facilitate policy development and implementation 
through use of the best scientific evidence available.





EVIPNet BUILDING BLOCKS

Country teams and 
regional and global 
support structures

Research synthesis  & 
Policy briefsCapacity 

development &

empowerment

Country 
dialogues

(safe harbor) 

Monitoring and evaluation - Development of new methodologies



How we learn? Empowerment!
1st. EVIPNet Policy Brief Workshop 
- Addis Ababa, February 2008 -

8 policymakers and 7 researchers
Learning by doing, producing, and 
evaluating
Learning together to work together



1 draft policy brief for each 
country team

Evidence based options to policy makers on 
how to support the widespread use of 
artemisin-based combination therapies 
(ACT) to treat uncomplicated falciparum 
malaria
includes supportive governance, financial and 
delivery arrangements within health systems, 
and implementation strategies), 
6 drafts finalized by May 31



During workshop...

Drug coverage, provision, and reimbursement. 
Delivery and financial arrangements to upscale 
the use of ACTs: emphasis on human resources  
and incentives for the population and  providers 
(producers, wholesale and retailers). 
Governance (including existing regulatory 
constraints) 
Identify at least 3 policy options to be further 
examined  by each country & then discussed in 
plenary. 
Equity issues cross cut



Other steps

how to bring about change, 
Working with policy pathways 
techniques of writing, evaluating, and 
communicating PBs. 
how to Organize and evaluate a national policy 
dialogue to:

Refine
Further contextualize 
Validate



Challenges

How to better include civil society (Now
only "mid-stream," in the country 
dialogue)
International funding while nurturing
country teams



Thank you

Merci

Gracias

Obrigado

Amsegnalehu

Asante Sana panissetu@who.int

www.who.int/rpc/evipnet



Preparation before workshop 
focused on:

Terms of reference for Policy Brief
Identification of relevant systematic reviews, 
national research, and health information
Locating relevant studies specific to their 
country (or sub-region) 
Drafting the section titled “magnitude of the 
problems or challenges linked to the policy 
issue” (burden of disease)



EVIPNet Portal

Internet 
Interactive
Public Portal

Intranet Private 
Collaborative 
Space
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