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Why action is needed now
• Why action is needed now:

– Noncommunicable diseases are the leading threats to health
– Responsible for 60% of all deaths globally and still increasing 
– 40% of cancer is preventable
– 80% of cardiovascular disease, stroke and diabetes is preventable

• The major noncommunicable diseases: 
– Cardiovascular disease
– Cancer
– Respiratory disease
– Diabetes

• The main causes are 4 shared preventable risk factors: 
– Tobacco use
– Unhealthy diet
– Physical inactivity 
– Harmful use of alcohol
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WHO projects that over the next 10 years, the large st increase in 
deaths from cardiovascular disease, cancer, respira tory disease and 
diabetes will occur in Sub-Saharan Africa (+27%) 
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A six-year Global Action Plan to address cardiovasc ular disease, 
cancer, respiratory disease and diabetes was endors ed by the WHO
World Health Assembly on 24 May 2008.  
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Process:

• January 2008 – Discussions at WHO's 
Executive Board

• February 2008 – Informal consultations with 
Member States, International Partners and 
the business community

• April 2008 – Final draft of Action Plan 
published on the internet (www.who.int/gb) 

• 24 May 2008 – Six-year Action Plan 
endorsed by the World Health Assembly
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Global strategy and its action plan



Key ideas

• Noncommunicable diseases are closely linked to global socio-economic 
development

• National policies in sectors other than health have a major bearing on the 
risk factors for noncommunicable diseases

• Throughout the life course, inequities in access to protection, exposure to 
risk, and access to care are the cause of major inequalities in the 
occurrence and outcome of noncommunicable diseases 



NCD Action Plan Objectives 2008-2013

1. Raise the priority accorded to noncommunicable disease in development 
work at global and national levels, and to integrate prevention of such 
diseases into policies across all government departments

2. Establish and strengthen national policies and plans for the prevention 
and control of noncommunicable diseases

3. Promote interventions to reduce the main shared modifiable risk factors 
for noncommunicable diseases: tobacco use, unhealthy diets, physical 
inactivity and harmful use of alcohol

4. Promote research for the prevention and control of noncommunicable
diseases

5. Promote partnerships for the prevention and control of noncommunicable
diseases

6. Monitor noncommunicable diseases and their determinants and evaluate 
progress at the national, regional and global levels
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Objective 1 – NCDs in development 
work and all policies

• Member States:

– Assess and monitor the public-health burden
– Include addressing NCDs in poverty-reduction strategies and aid 

policies
– Adopt cross-sectoral responses

– Implement programmes that tackle the social determinants of NCDs

• WHO:
– Raise the priority of NCDs on the international agenda

– Build and disseminate the evidence base

– Develop tools to assess the impact of policies
– Connect with the Commission on Social Determinants of Health

• International Partners:

– Include NCDs in work on global development
– Raise the awareness

– Support WHO in creating forums where key stakeholders can take 
concerted action



Objective 5 – NCD Partnerships
• Member States:

– Establish effective partnerships
• WHO:

– Establish an advisory group

– Encourage active involvement of existing initiatives
– Strengthen the role of WHO Collaborating Centres

– Facilitate a global network

• International Partners:
– Collaborate in implementing various components

– Give priority to NCDs when strengthening health systems, based on 
primary health care

– Support the establishment of networks
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